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In the second place, here as elsewhere the educative
process must give the educand help to overcome the anti-
social reaction. Anger should never pay and the mother
who says * No ' but gives in, on being faced with a paroxysm
of rage, is only encouraging a bad tendency.
Perhaps the only possible education is given indirectly:
if a child lives among people who do not indulge in anger
or, when they do, are frankly sorry and do their best to
make amends, he too will try to cope with his temper.
However, one should no more argue with an angry child
than with an angry bull, and when the child becomes angry,
though perhaps the old-fashioned method of isolating him
has its dangers, on the whole it must often be used for
want of a better one. The half-way house is for the mother
or teacher to stay with the child and go on quietly with
some work, so that he does not feel utterly deserted. When
he calms down he can be helped. There is nothing so
devastating to a certain type of child as anger and if some
friendly soul is not by to show affection and forgiveness at
the first possible moment, the child may feel he is an outcast.
It is depressing to think that so many children suppress
anger, not because it seems to them silly to lose self-control
but because they are afraid of the consequences. No
mental habit of control is gained that way, for when fear
is removed anger is again a weapon that may be used. It
is for this reason that certain difficult children should be
brought up in small home schools and no child, if it is
humanly possible to prevent it, should be educated by
frightening parents or teachers.
Much still remains to be done on secondary expressions
of anger: the angry baby kicks, screams, bites, cries; but
a child soon learns to control the cruder forms of pugnacity.
How he expresses it seems to me to depend greatly on his
temperament. Thus the choleric child before he is aware
will speak angrily, the sanguine child, with a better balance
and probably more means of expression at his disposal
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